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Abstract

This work reflects an exploratory ecological study of a charter school (CDS) serving refugee, immigrant, and native-born American students in kindergarten through sixth grade. Bronfrenbrenner's (1977; 1986) ecology of human development, Berry’s (2009) acculturative taxonomy theory, and Rudmin’s (2009) secondary culture acquisition hypothesis are used to explore how CDS constructs their highly diverse educational environment. A triangulation of methods is used to assess the physical, social, programmatic, and pedagogic environment of CDS. Findings suggest that CDS is a multicultural acculturative environment as described in Berry’s (2009) model. Multiculturalism, as practiced at CDS, lays the foundation for the values the school aims to transmit to its students to shape their perceptions of themselves and others. The school’s main curriculum conveys a worldview that closely resembles Bronfenbrenner’s (1977; 1986) ecology of human development. Thus elementary school students are taught from a young age how structural forces contextualize their experiences, as well as how individual agency and collective action can result in social change. For refugee and minority students, such perspectives are likely to empower them to recognize and confront discrimination, as well as resist pressures to internalize derogatory perceptions of themselves or their efficacy that they are likely to encounter in mainstream culture.




Show full item record





Files in this item





[image: Icon] 





	Name:
	Nwosu_12-6-12.pdf
	Size:
	605.8Kb
	Format:
	PDF





View/Open











This item appears in the following collection(s): 


	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations



























Connect with Vanderbilt Libraries


	


	


	


	


	


	


	













Your Vanderbilt

	
Alumni

	
Current Students

	
Faculty & Staff

	
International Students

	
Media

	
Parents & Family

	
Prospective Students

	
Researchers

	
Sports Fans

	
Visitors & Neighbors






Support the Jean and Alexander Heard Libraries



[image: Support the Library...Give Now]


Gifts to the Libraries support the learning and research needs of the entire Vanderbilt community. Learn more about giving to the Libraries.





Become a Friend of the Libraries   






Quick Links

	
Hours

	
About

	
Employment

	
Staff Directory

	
Accessibility Services

	
Contact

	
Vanderbilt Home

	
Privacy Policy










