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Abstract

In this project, I use four Caribbean- and African-American female-authored texts—Paule Marshall’s Brown Girl, Brownstones (1959); Edwidge Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory (1994); Natasha Trethewey’s Native Guard (2006); and Emily Raboteau’s The Professor’s Daughter (2005)—to identify and trace the evolution of a specific mother-daughter dyad through which black women writers illustrate various interrogations of black female identity.  In a phenomenon I call matrilineal inscription, maternal figures who are anxious to protect and prepare their daughters for lives as black women attempt to control—or inscribe—the narratives of their daughters’ lives; however, by doing so, they inadvertently create instances of trauma that are mediated through acts of corporeal violence. In turn, daughters who feel the need to claim their agency resist matrilineal influences, and in the process inscribe their own narratives of identity, which are also illustrated through counteractive acts of corporeality. I argue that, through these depictions of matro-filial struggles for physical dominance, both mother and daughter figures challenge the expectations of black female bodies placed on them by external forces. On the other hand, in instances where a daughter rejects the mother-daughter relationship, black women writers illuminate the dangers of denying oneself the opportunity of interpersonal interactions with maternal figures by depicting daughters who, by rejecting such relationships, foreclose on the possibility of establishing their own identities.  Ultimately, I argue that, through depictions of matrilineal inscription (or the lack thereof) black women writers illustrate how black female tropes are more than just authorial reactions to stereotypes about black women. Rather, they follow a self-theorizing and still-unfolding trajectory of representation that has, heretofore, remained unidentified, and that has recently begun to question the ways in which black motherhood and black female corporeality have been assumed and defined in extant critical discourse.




Show full item record





Files in this item





[image: Icon] 





	Name:
	Birdsong.pdf
	Size:
	1007.Kb
	Format:
	PDF





View/Open











This item appears in the following collection(s): 


	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations












Related items


Showing items related by title, author, creator and subject.

	


VUCast: Black and gold… black and gold…
                     
                



Wolf, Amy (Vanderbilt University, 2011-03-11)





	


Practical Theology for Black Churches: Bridging Black Theology and African American Folk Religion
                     
                



McClure, John S., 1952- (Journal of Family Ministry, 2004)





	


Black Girl, Be! Creating Transformative Spaces for Black Girls in Public Education Schools
                     
                



Williams, Jewel (Vanderbilt University. Peabody College, 2017-06-15)


Throughout history, Black children have been dehumanized, criminalized, and sexualized.
Additionally, though education can be a transformative and liberative tool, Black children have
been deprived of quality and equitable ...
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