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Abstract

This dissertation examines the relationship between literature and zoology in early twentieth-century Britain, arguing that modernist literature’s representations of animals drew on and revised zoological understandings of animals and vice versa. Recovering a network of “zoological modernists”—writers, biologists, and filmmakers who knew and read each other—this dissertation reveals the biographical and textual points of intersection between such figures as H.G. Wells, Virginia Woolf, D.H. Lawrence, Julian Huxley, J.B.S. Haldane, Charles Elton, and the creators of the Secrets of Nature film series. Against the dominant critical understanding of modernism’s animal representations as symbols of human pre-history or the Freudian unconscious, I suggest that at least one strand of modernist writers found real, material animals, the kind studied by zoologists, aesthetically and intellectually compelling. Meanwhile zoologists, challenged by modernism’s destabilization of realism and representation, developed in their texts self-conscious, modernist strategies for writing about animals.




Show full item record





Files in this item





[image: Icon] 





	Name:
	HovanecDissertation.pdf
	Size:
	4.257Mb
	Format:
	PDF





View/Open











This item appears in the following collection(s): 


	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations



























Connect with Vanderbilt Libraries


	


	


	


	


	


	


	













Your Vanderbilt

	
Alumni

	
Current Students

	
Faculty & Staff

	
International Students

	
Media

	
Parents & Family

	
Prospective Students

	
Researchers

	
Sports Fans

	
Visitors & Neighbors






Support the Jean and Alexander Heard Libraries



[image: Support the Library...Give Now]


Gifts to the Libraries support the learning and research needs of the entire Vanderbilt community. Learn more about giving to the Libraries.





Become a Friend of the Libraries   






Quick Links

	
Hours

	
About

	
Employment

	
Staff Directory

	
Accessibility Services

	
Contact

	
Vanderbilt Home

	
Privacy Policy










