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Abstract

This study provides a sociological and material reading of the early life and work of the French poet and novelist Pierre Louÿs (1870-1925). As a “jeune homme de lettres” coming of age in the early 1890s, Louÿs is a member of what historians have named as the “Second Generation Symbolists.” This generation came of age in the shadow of the Parnassian, Decadent and Symbolist schools of poetry which not only defined late nineteenth-century literary and artistic aesthetics, but also the etiquette and behavior which shaped the prevailing literary cultural scene. The following study analyzes the ways in which Louÿs consciously affected his own behavior and manipulated the material aesthetics of clothing, objects, and space in order to succeed in this highly-codified cultural world. Further, Louÿs’ literary material production is studied in the context of his relationships with established literary masters such as Stéphane Mallarmé and José-Maria de Heredia, and with peers such as André Gide, Paul Valéry, and Jean de Tinan.    
The work is separated into two parts. Part one focuses on Louÿs’ penetration of this literary world and covers his life chronologically from 1889 to 1896, that is, from his teenage years to the great success of his first novel Aphrodite at age twenty-five. Part Two explores three themes essential to the social and material structure of Louÿs’ literary life: Louÿs in the French tradition of literary dandyism (as outlined in the works of Balzac, Barbey D’Aurevilly, and Charles Baudelaire); Louÿs’ manipulation of the painted and photographic portrait; and finally, his homosocial and heterosexual relationships as expressed in letters, journals, and private erotic writings.




Show full item record





Files in this item





[image: Icon] 





	Name:
	Ridge.pdf
	Size:
	132.3Mb
	Format:
	PDF





View/Open











This item appears in the following collection(s): 


	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations



























Connect with Vanderbilt Libraries


	


	


	


	


	


	


	













Your Vanderbilt

	
Alumni

	
Current Students

	
Faculty & Staff

	
International Students

	
Media

	
Parents & Family

	
Prospective Students

	
Researchers

	
Sports Fans

	
Visitors & Neighbors






Support the Jean and Alexander Heard Libraries



[image: Support the Library...Give Now]


Gifts to the Libraries support the learning and research needs of the entire Vanderbilt community. Learn more about giving to the Libraries.





Become a Friend of the Libraries   






Quick Links

	
Hours

	
About

	
Employment

	
Staff Directory

	
Accessibility Services

	
Contact

	
Vanderbilt Home

	
Privacy Policy










