




[image: ]Toggle navigation

	


	














	
About

	
Login



Toggle navigation












View Item 
	
 
                        Institutional Repository Home

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	
View Item





	
 
            Institutional Repository Home

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	View Item












JavaScript is disabled for your browser. Some features of this site may not work without it.

















Search Institutional Repository



This Collection








Browse


All of Institutional RepositoryCommunities & CollectionsBy Issue DateAuthorsTitlesSubjectsDepartmentThis CollectionBy Issue DateAuthorsTitlesSubjectsDepartment


My Account


LoginRegister



















Lobbying for Alma Mater:
Higher Education Institutions as Interest Groups


Marsicano, Christopher R.







Persistent Link: 
                https://etd.library.vanderbilt.edu/etd-04112019-165855


http://hdl.handle.net/1803/12125



Date: 
                2019-04-12





Abstract

Lobbyists attempt to influence legislation on behalf of their clients. While there is no shortage of research on lobbying and interest groups in political science, few education researchers have examined how lobbyists represent clients in the higher education sector.  Using both quantitative and qualitative methods, this dissertation examines the role lobbyists play in advocating the interests of American postsecondary education institutions. The first chapter provides a thorough review of the literature on lobbying for higher education. The second uncovers the institutional characteristics that predict lobbying behavior among colleges and universities using a descriptive analysis of a unique panel dataset. The third chapter uses qualitative interviews to examine the goals and tactics of higher education lobbyists and their propensity to work together to achieve common goals. The fourth chapter examines the impact of Congress’s decision to ban earmark funding on higher education lobbying activity and expenditures. Lastly, the dissertation concludes with a discussion of the findings from the previous chapters and identifies areas for future research.
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