




[image: ]Toggle navigation

	


	














	
About

	
Login



Toggle navigation












View Item 
	
 
                        Institutional Repository Home

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	
View Item





	
 
            Institutional Repository Home

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

	View Item












JavaScript is disabled for your browser. Some features of this site may not work without it.

















Search Institutional Repository



This Collection








Browse


All of Institutional RepositoryCommunities & CollectionsBy Issue DateAuthorsTitlesSubjectsDepartmentThis CollectionBy Issue DateAuthorsTitlesSubjectsDepartment


My Account


LoginRegister



















The poem as periodic center: complexity theory and the creative voice in Nietzsche, Gottfried Benn and Wallace Stevens


Schlee, Claudia Simone







Persistent Link: 
                https://etd.library.vanderbilt.edu/etd-04092007-154516


http://hdl.handle.net/1803/12077



Date: 
                2007-04-11





Abstract

This dissertation proposes a new interpretation of the concept of mimesis, viewed through a recent paradigm derivative of the natural sciences: complexity theory. The apparent universality of what are considered complex phenomena suggests that human systems, such as historical and cultural events, societies, and also narratives, are shaped by seemingly “chaotic” scenarios. Rejecting reductionism and determinism, chaos and complexity theory favour a holistic embrace of complexity and flux.
In this project, complexity theory provides a matrix for examining the deep structure that underlies the act of creating a poem. In an analytical study of selected works by Ralph Waldo Emerson and Friedrich Nietzsche I establish the link between the natural sciences and the humanities by extending to the moral realm the notion of nature’s relentless drive to create. The concept of autopoiesis forms the basis of my discussion of Emerson’s and Nietzsche’s concepts of defining the self. The continuous re-creation of the self within its environment also underlies my subsequent analyses of poems by two twentieth-century poets, Gottfried Benn and Wallace Stevens.
This dissertation suggests that the act of poetic creation in the continuous and dynamic re-creation of form is grounded in natural forces themselves. In a world of ever changing and fleeting phenomena, the poem functions like a periodic center, that is as a salutary moment of confluence between subject and object.
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